
Which subjects does this combine 
well with?

Law, Digital Media, 
Business Studies, Maths

Careers this qualification can lead to:
Banking & Finance, Tax and Accountancy, Business Owner, Education

How is the subject assessed?

Year 1: Unit 1 and Unit 2 
Year 2: Unit 3 and 4

Each unit consists of an internal MCQ 
assessment and external assessment 
with pre-release case study.

Certificate / Diploma 
in Financial Studies

Exam Board
London Institute of Banking 

& Finance



Summary of Subject
As an Applied General qualification, the DipFS (Diploma in Financial Studies) is mainly designed for students who want to know about the 
impacts financial decisions people make and its wider effects on the economy. It provides an in-depth exploration of the important 
concepts of financial education and how to apply them in achieving longer-term financial stability.
The DipFS includes areas such as sustainability in the wider financial services system, and the long-term effect of debt.

Unit 1: Financial Capability for the Immediate and Short Term: Students will gain an appreciation of why money is important through 
focusing on what money is; attitudes to it; and how it can affect life choices.

Unit 2: Financial Capability for the Medium and Long Term: Students will have the ability to plan and manage their financial needs in the 
medium and long-term, with particular reference to the importance of the need to budget for future aspirations and life events. 

Unit 3: Sustainability of an Individual’s Finances: This unit highlights the importance of financial sustainability and develops key skills to 
ensure that an individual’s financial capability is sustained over a period of time, taking into consideration the personal and external 
factors that lead to change.

Unit 4: Sustainability of the Financial Services System: This unit explores the financial services system and looks at how financial services 
providers work and compete with one another, their priorities and responses to external influences in maintaining financial sustainability.


